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The four DarwesJies then recollected that what
Mania Mwtazd1 had said to them, that same had
now come to pass ; they were pleased at the recollec-
tion], and went along with the messenger. When
they reached the fort and went before the king, the
four Kalandars gave a benediction, saying, " Son,
may it be well with thee." The king then retired to
the Dlwdni Mass, and having called two or three of
his confidential nobles near him, he ordered the four
Darweshes to be brought in. When they went there
[before his majesty], he commanded them to sit down,
and asked them their adventures, saying, "From
whence come you, where do you intend to go, and
where is the residence of your worships ?"

"They replied, "May the king's age and wealth be
always on the increase! we are Darweskes, and have
in this very manner for a long while wandered and
roamed about; we bear our homes on our shoulders.
There is a saying, that/a pilgrim's home is where
the evening overtakes him;' and all we have seen in
this versatile world is too long a tale to relate/'

Azad Bakht gave them every confidence and en-
couragement, and having sent for refreshment, he
made them breakfast before him. When they finished
[their meal] the king said to them, " Relate all your
adventures to me, without the least reserve; whatever
services I can render you, I will not fail to do/' The
Darweshes replied that, " whatever has happened to
us, we have not the strength to relate, nor will any
pleasure result to the king from hearing it; therefore

1 The veiled horseman who rescued the first and second Darweshes from
self-destruction.